
 
 

Top Japanese Water Polo Players Train at Hythe Aqua 
 

Three top Japanese Water Polo players who have been studying at Chaucer College Canterbury 
have been training with Hythe Aqua Water Polo, sharing their knowledge and skills. 
 

 
 
 
Chiaki Sakanoue: 
Chiaki plays water polo for Shumei University women’s team in Japan. In March this year she 
participated in the Rio de Janeiro Olympic Games qualifying round in the Netherlands. As Japan 
sadly didn’t make it through, she is concentrating on training for the forthcoming Tokyo Olympic 
Games to be held in 2020. She really wants to appear in them so is practicing very hard now and 
hopes to have more  success then!   
 
 
Misaki Noro: 
Misaki is a lefty! She has been playing water polo now for seven years. As part of Shumei 
Women’s Water polo team in Japan, she participated in the Under 18 World Youth Championships 
in Spain before coming to England to study.  
When  she returns to Japan, she will take part in the Japanese National Water Polo 
Championships with her team mates Chiaki & Ayumi. She also hopes to represent her country at 
the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo. ” 
 
 
Ayumi Watanabe: 
Ayumi is a goal keeper in Shumei University Women’s Water polo team in Japan. She lives in 
Chiba near Tokyo.  She started to play water polo when she was a high school student, about 5 
years ago. She took part in the under 19 World Junior Championships in Greece before I came to 
Chaucer College, Canterbury and hopes to be selected for the Japanese water polo team in the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics.” 



 
 
The girls are all studying at Chaucer College, Canterbury and are also training at Crystal Palace at 
the weekends and are really delighted at the tremendous support shown to them while they have 
been training at Hythe Aqua .   
 
 


